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Talk of
the Town

|by the
'‘Chairman

Today we open a new season with our opponents from Port Vale Football
Club whom we welcome to the County Ground. We have met many times in
previous years and they, like ourselves have enjoyed many seasons in the past
in higher circles,

Each year we start the new season with high hopes of success and this year
we feel that it is doubly important to enable us to attract our supporters.

John Trollope has been busy during the close season playing many friendly
fixtures at all levels which enables the staff to assess our various strengths.
The results of these games have varied but one of the pleasing aspects has
been the excellent form shown by our younger players and John has said
that there are several of these former apprentices knocking on the door of
the first team, This is good to see, because these lads are going to be an
important part of the club’s future.

During the close season we have had discussions with Messrs, Arkells who
have agreed to give us their expertise in the running of our licenced clubs.
Many rumours have circulated that they were taking our clubs over but this
is not the case. We do feel however that the clubs will benefit from their
professional knowledge.

The Harry Cousins Suite will be used on match days for our sponsors whom
we feel will enjoy the hospitality of the club. Todays sponsors are:

STUART PHARMACEUTICALS,
C. E. WISBY, CHEMIST AND
D. MORTON, ROOFING SPECIALISTS.

Todays mascot in Nicholas Payne, aged 7, who lives at 15, Burden Close,
Stratton St. Margaret.

Todays game will be played with the new variations to the rules. These are
not as many as the clubs asked for at their recent seminar but at least | feel it
is a step in the right direction towards making the game a little more open.
Some people will not agree with me on this, but if we can prevent time wast-
ing and intentional fouls it must be a step in the right direction. We have not
made changes to the offside rules but the officials have again been instructed
not to flag for players in offside positions unless, in their opinion, they are
interfering with play. This is a difficult one | know but we do so often get
the game stopped when the offending player is not interfering,

The four step rule will be enforced and cannot be broken up by bouncing
the ball and continuing the steps. The encroachment by players taking a
throw in and trying to gain a few yards will be penalised by awarding the
throw in to the opposite side. The intentional foul will be penalised by dis-
missal from the field,

We appeal to everyone to try and help keep our good name because, unless
we do, we shall all suffer in the long run, We apologise to our supporters for
having to erect the present barricades but this has been forced upon us by
the minority element, We have been called before the Football Assocaition
Disciplinary Tribunal on two occasions because of such behaviour but be-
cause of our good record together with the precautions taken we have been
exonerated. We have however been warned against any further disturbances
and we do appeal strongly for everyone'’s help.

I hope that you will enjoy todays game and | thank you for your support.



Firstly | would like to welcome you all back to
the County Ground for the first match of
Season 1982/83. This is the first time the Club
has played in the Fourth Division, indeed this is
the first time in my football career that | have
been in the ‘basement’ and so we are entering
into the unknown in many ways although we
have met many teams in the League in Cup
or League competitions.

We have only one new addition to the playing
staff from last year, namely Leigh Barnard, a
midfield player from Portsmouth. Leigh has
shaped up well in pre-season training and
hopefully will be a useful asset to us. The
reason for their being no other new faces is
threefold, firstly so many of the players had
existing contracts, secondly the club’s financial
situation did not allow me to purchase players
and thirdly the only other avenue was to swop
players and although | made enquiries | felt the
players offered were of less value than the
players now on our books. In saying this |
fully appreciate the financial problems of the
club and what has been done to get us safely
through the close season and as much as |
would have liked to enter thr transfer market
the realities did not provide for this.

After a quiet close season on the transfer scene
we got down to the hard work of pre-season
training over five weeks ago and during the last
three weeks we have been involved in pre-
season games, three of which were against
League opposition, Wolverhampton Wanderers,
Luton Town and Cardiff City. Although the
results of these games differed they were an
excellent exercise for me to weigh up the good
points and the bad, giving me the opportunity
to iron out the latter.

| feel that overall things have gone quite well
but the ultimate test is of course today and the
45 League games to follow. The players have
certainly shown a lot more urgency in their
play and if we are to be successful this must
carry through to the League games. Our target
must be to improve the home record which let
us down so badly last season if we are to re-
cover our Division Three status which we so
badly want to do.

Hopefully we shall have your continued
support as your backing and encouragement of

the players is so very important and let us hope
for an anjoyable season.

OHN
TROLLOPE



Do you require
Tracked or Wheeled Excavators
Tracked or Wheeled Shovels
Tractors and Scrapers

Bulldozers
Tipper Lorries

Low Loaders

THEN HIRE FROM
H Hibberd Ltd

PLANT HIRE CONTRACTORS

29 Newport Street, Swindon
Tel: Swindon 36125 or 23876




FIRST TEAM STATISTICS SEASON 1981/82

Date

1981

Sat. Aug. 29
Tue Sept. 1
Sat Septr. 5
Sat Sept 12
Tue Sept 15
Sat Sept 19
Mon Sept 21
Sat Sept 26
Tue Sept 29
Sat Oct 3
sat Oct 10
Sat Oct 17
Tue Oct 20
Sat Oct 24
Sat Qct 31
Tue Nov 3
Sat Nov 7
Sat Nov 14
Sat Nov 21
Sat Nov 28
Sat Decb5
Sat Dec 12
Sat Dec 26
Wed Dec 30
1982

Sat Jan 2
Sat Jan 23
Sau Jan 31
Sat Feb 6
TueeFeb 9
Sat Feb 13
Sat Feb 20
Tue Feb 23
Sat Feb 27
Sat Mar 6
Tue Mar 9
Fri Mar 12
Sat Mar 20
Sun Mar 28
Sat Apr 3
Wed Apr 7
Sat Apr 10
Tue Apr 13
Sat Apr 17
Mon Apr 19
Sat Apr 24
Tue Apr 27
Sat May 1
Tue May 4
Sat May 8

Opponents

Wimbledon
Wrexham

Chester

Preston North End
Wrexham LC1 (2)
Exater City
Southend Utd.
Reading
Chesterfield
Burnley

Carlisle Utd
Bristol Rovers
Walsall

Doncaster Rovers
Gillingham
Brentford

Millwall
Huddersfield

F.A Cup1 Taunton Town
Lincoin City
Bristol City
F.C.Cupt Sutton Utd
Plymouth Argyle
Fulham
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F.A.Cup3 Luton Town
Wimbledon (F.A.4)
Exeter City

Preston North End
Southend Utd
Burnley (F.A.5)
Reading

Partsmouth

Carlisle Utd.

Bristol Rovers (FA 6)
Walsall

Daoncaster Rovers
Gillingham

Millwall
Huddersfield Town FASF
Oxford Utd.
Plymouth Argyle
Fulham

Bristol City
Brentford

Lincoln City

Chester

Chesterfield

Oxford Utd
Newport County
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6632
2068
1949
5696
6776
4372
4864
9316
5365
3377
5265
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6010
6750
8410
6369
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Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry 1
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Alian Graham
Allan Henry
Allan Baddeley
Allan Baddeley
Allan Baddeley
Allan Baddeiey
Allan Baddeley
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry1
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry -
Alian Henry
Alian Henry
Allan Henry
Allan Henry
Alian Henry
Allan Baddeley
Allan Henry
Allan Graham
Alian Graham
Allan Henry
Allan Henry

Williams
Williams
Williams
Witliams
Williams
Baddelay
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeley *
Peach
Peach
Peach
Peach
Peach”
Peach
Peach
Peach
Peach
Peach
Peach
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams

Williams
Baddeley
Baddeley 1
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeiey
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeiey
Williams
Williams
Williams
Baddeley
Bailie
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeiey
Williams
Baddeley
Baddeley
Baddeley *
Baddeley
Baddeley

Hughes 1
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Williams
Hughes 1
Hughes
Hughes 1
Hughes
Hughas
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes

Henry
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams
Hughes
Williams 1
Williams
Williams
Williams
Emmanue!
Emmanuel*
Emmanuel
Williams
Williams
Williams*
Emmanuel
Emmanuel 2
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel

Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lijwis

Lewis
Lawis
Lews
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Henry
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis

Lawis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis 1
Lewis
Lewis
Lawis
Carter
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Henry
Henry
Lewis
Lewis

Graham 1Carter 1

Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Grham
Graham
Graham
Graham*
Graham
Graham
Graham
Stroud
Stroud
Graham
Graham
Graham
Stroud

Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud
Stroud*

Carter 1P
Abbely
Abbley
Carter
Carter 1
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Abbley
Abbley
Abbley
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel

Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Graham
Emmanuel
Abbley
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Hughes
Abbley
Abbley
Abbley
Pritchard 1
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Williams
Williams

Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Williams
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Emmanuel
Carter
Carter
Carter
Cartar
Carter 1
Carter
Carter

Carter
Carter
Carter 1
Carte),
Hughées
Carter
Carter
Carter 1
Carter
Carter 1
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Emmanuel
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter 2 P
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter
Carter

-

9

Rowiand
Rowland
Rowland
Rowiland 2
Rowland
Rowland
Rowiland
Rowland
Rowiand
Rowiand 1
Rowland
Rowland 2
Rowland
Rowiland
Rowiand
Rowland
Rowiand 1
Rowland
Rowland
Rowiland
Rowland
Rawland
Rowland 1
Rowland

Rowland
Rideout 1
Rideout 1
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideoot 1
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout 1
Quinn
Quinn
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout 3
Rideout
Rideout 2
Rideout

10

Greenwood 1
Greenwood *
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood 1
Greenwood*
Rideout 1
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout*
Carter
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout
Rideout 1

Rideout
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood*
Hughes
Beamish*
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwwod
Greenwood 1
Greenwood
Greenwood
Carter M
Carter M
Carter M
Carter M
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Rowland
Rowland
Rowland
Rowland
Rowland

n

Moores
Moores
Carter
Carter 2
Moores*
Williams 1
Abbley
Abbley
Abbley
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams 1
Williams
Williams
Stroud
Stroud®
Pritchard 2
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard 1
Pritchard
Pritchard

Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard*
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Graham
Hughes
Hughes
Graham
Graham

Sub (if used)

Baddeley 1

Pritchard

Pritchard

Rideout 1

Moores
Abblay
Abbley

Pritchard

b

Abbley

Abbley
Beamish
Greenwoodt

Quinn

Carter M
Abbley
Emmanuel

Quinn

Williams

Pritchard



Statistics 81-82

COMBINATION RESULTS - 1981-82

Aug. 29 Watford 3-3 Round, Abbley, Bristow Feb 6 Tottenham Hotspur 2-2 Abbley, Beamish
Sept 2 Queens Park Rangers 0-3 10 Chelsea 3-1 Bailie, Quinn (2)
5 Hereford United 1-1 Batty 13 Norwich City 0-2
12 Tottenham Hotspur 1-2 Bristow 20 Southampton 0-5
19 Birmingham City 1-3 Round 24  Plymauth Argyle 2-0 Beamish (2)
26 Southampton 2 -4 Moores, Rideout 27 Leicester City 3-1 Bailie, Batty, Moores
28 Bristol City 3-2 Beamish (2) Stroud Mar 6 Luton Town 3-3 Beamish (2), Quinn
Oct 3 Norwich City 2-4 Beamish, Pritchard 13 Chelssa 3-2 Batty, Quinn, Graham
10 Leicester City 2-0 Pritchard, Moores 23  Arsenal 1-1 Carter M,
17 Luton Town 3-0 Abbley, Beamish, Stroud 27 Reading 4 -1 Moores (2). Quinn, Graham
31 Bristol Rovers 2.3 Beamish, Pritchard Apl 3  West Ham United 0-1
Nov 11  Reading 1-1 Pritchard 7 Orient 2-4
14  West Ham United 3-0 Beamish (2}, Quinn 17 Crystal Palace 1-0 Moores
21 Crystal Palace 2.2 Beamish, Quinn 21 Oxford United 1-0 Quinn
24 Bristol City 2.1 Rideout, Quinn 26 Fulham 0-1
28 Orient 1-0 Batty May 1 Ipswich Town 1-2 Baty
Dec 5 Ipswich Town 1-2 Beamish 4 Queens Park Rangers 0-3
Jan 19 Plymouth Argyle 0-1 8 Arsenal 1-1. Bristow
23 Oxford Unite 1-1 Abbley 15 Fulham 0-3
26 Watford 1-2 Abbley 19 Bristol Rovers 2-1 Quinn (2}
30 Birmingham City 0-0 Hereford United - Not played - Withdrawn from.
competition,
L ] | ]
How They Finished In Season 1981-82
DIVISION THREE DIVISION FOUR
P WD LF-A WD L F—-A Pis P WDLF-A WD L F-A Pus
Burnley 4613 7 337-20 810 529-26 80 Sheffield United 4616 8 0b63-156 12 7 441-26 96
Carlisle United 4617 4 244-217 6 71021-29 80 Bradford City 4614 7 252-23 12 6 536-22 9
Fulham 46 12 9 244-22 9 6 B33-29 78 Wigan Athletic 4617 6 147-18 9 8 633-28 M
Lincoln City 4613 7 340-16 - AFC Bournemouth 46 12 10 137-15 11 9§ 325-1 8
Oxiord United 4610 B 628-18 9 6 B835-81 N Peterborough United 46 16 3 4 46 - 22  § 25 -
Gillingham 4614 6 444-26 6 61120-30 M Colchester United 4612 6 547-23 8 6 9365-34 72
Southend United 4611 7 535-23 7 B 828-28 69 Port Vale 46 912 226-17 9 41030-32 70
Brentford 46 B 6 928-22 11 5 728-25 68 Hull City 4614 3 636-23 5 9 934.38 69
Millwall 4612 4 736-28 6 9 826-34 67 Bury 46 13 7 3653-26 410 927-33 68
Plymouth Argyle 4612 5 637-24 6 61127-32 65 Hereford United 4610 9 436-256 610 728-33 67
Chesterfield 4612 4 733.27 6 61124-31 64 Tranmare Rovers 46 7 9 727-25 7 9 724-31 60
Reading 4611 6 645-35 6 5 1224-40 62 Blackpool 4611 5 740-26 4 B 1126-34 58
Portsmouth 461110 333-14 3 91123-37 61 Darlington 4610 5 836-28 5 8 1025-34 58
Preston North End 4610 7 625-22 6 61125-34 61 Hartlepool United 46 9 8 639-34 4 8 11 34-50 656
Bristol Rovers 4612 4 735-28 6 51223-37 61* Torquay United 46 9 8 630-25 6 51317-34 65
Newport County 46 910 428-21 5 61226-33 658 Aldershot 46 8 7 B34-29 5 81023-39 54
Huddersfield Town 4610 5 838-25 5 71126-34 67 York City 46 9 5 945.37 5 31524-54 50
Exeter City 4614 4 546-33 2 51625-51 57 Stockport County 46 10 5 834-28 2 81314-39 49
Doncaster Rovers 46 9 9 631-24 4 B1124-44 56 Halifax Town 46 611 ©628-30 311 9 23-42 49
Walsall . . Mansfield Town 46 8 6 9 39- 19_5_4_15_25%
Wimbledon 46 10 6 733-27 4 51428-48 53 Rochdale 46 7 9 726-22 3 71324.- 6
SWINDON TOWN 49 9 5 937-36 4 B1118-35 52 Northampton Town 46 9 & 932-37 2 417 25-57 42
Bristol City 46 7 61024-29 4 71216-36 46 Scunthorpe United 46 7 9 726-35 2 615 17-44 42
Chester 46 2101116-30 5 11720-48 32 Crewe Alexandra 46 3 61419-32 3 31710-52 27
* Two points Deducted * Two points Deducted
KEY OF THE BOARD
A Aldershot v Tranmere K York City v Torquay
B Bristol City v Hull City L Aston Villa v Sunderland
C Bury v Hereford M Brighton v Ipswich
D Chester v Crewe N Coventry v Southampton
E Colchester v Halifax O Liverpool v West Brom. Alb.
F Darlington v Rochdale P Manchester Utd. v Birmingham
G Hartlepool v Scunthorpe Q Norwich v Manchester City
H Mansfield v Blackpool R Stoke v Arsenal
| Stockport v Peterborough S Tottenham H v Luton
J Wimbledon v Northampton T West Ham Utd. v Nottm. Forest




MARK HARRISON - GOALKEEPER Mark Harrison
appeared in every first team fixture |ast season for the
club. His confidence grew as the season progressed as
he turned in several outstanding performances which
earned the attention of scouts from several first
division clubs. He was signed by John McGrath from
Southampton in January, 1980. He started his career
as an apprentice at Nottingham Forest. Mark is a
cheerful character, well liked by his team mates and
is the club’s representative for the Professional Foot-
ballers' Association. '

Football League appearances last season: 46

TERRY ARMSTRONG - MIDFIELD Terry was signed
on a free transfer from Huddersfield Town in March,
1981. He was bough in to add some bite to the Vale
midfield. His qualities are his fierce competitiveness
and his job is to obtain possession of the ball for his
colleagues to distribute. Although comparatively
young, his opportunities of first team action at
Huddersfield were limited and led to his move to
Stoke-on-Trent, Last season he scored one of the goals
that knocked 3rd Division Lincoln City out of the
F.A. Cup.

Football League appearances last season: 35

PHIL SPRONSON - DEFENDER Phil joined the club
in 1977 from school but did not make his debut until
August, 1978, After considerable experience he is now
maturing into one of the most impressive centre backs
in the Division. He has now established himself as the
Vale’s No.1 central defender and is always the first to
challenge for defence clearances and high crosses,
There is no doubt that some of the experience of
Manager, John McGrath, himself a former centre half,
has rubbed off on Phil. Although still in his early 20's,
Phil has made 150 league appearances and may well go
on to emulate his uncle who was also a centre back for
Port Vale and made 761 league appearances for the
club,

Football League appearances last season: 42

GEOFF HUNTER - MIDFIELD Geoff joined Vale
from Crewe Alexandra in the summer of 1981 after
his transfer fee had been decided by arbitration, A fee
in excess of £10,000 now seems money well spent for
Geoff has established himself as a firm favourite with
the Vale Park crowd after just one season. There is no
doubt he would have been an ever present last season,
however he was unluckily stiuck down by the
‘'mumps’ halfway through the season. There is no
doubt that his absence from the side resulted in the
slump in Vale's results. Geoff started his career with
Manchester United, though failing to make a first team
appearance before moving on to Crewe Alexandra, He
is a Yorkshire born lad who hails from Barnsley,
the same town as Terry Armstrong and Jimmy
Greenhoff.

Football League appearances last season: 41

PORT VAI
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BACK ROW (Left to Right)

Colin Tartt, Wayne Cegielski, Ernie Moss, Mark Harrison, Les Lawrence, John

FRONT ROW (Left to Right)

Andrew Shankland, Geoff Hunter, Steve Waddington, Neville Chamberlain, Rt

Terry Armstrong, Jimmy Greenhoff (Club Captain)

LES LAWRENCE - FORWARD Les Lawrence was
recommended to Port Vale by Chief Coach, John
Rudge this close season after his release on a free
transfer from Torquay. John worked with Les at
Torquay United for several seasons and
remembered his ability as a striker. Les finished last
season as a member of the Torquay back 4 but was
clearly out of position. He started his career in the
Midlands with Stourbridge and subsequently moved to
Shrewsbury where he made 14 appearances. Shrews-
bury released him and he moved on to non-league,
Telford United before being snapped up by Torquay
United. He is an uncompromising centre forward
whose physique gives him the ability to unsettle a
defence by his very presence. The club will be hoping
that he will form a potent strike force with Ernie Moss
and will be able to get on the end of winger, Mark
Chamberlain's crosses.

Football League appearances last season: 41
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Mark Harrison, Les Lawrence, John Ridely {Team Captain), Phil Spronson
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JOHN RIDLEY - DEFENDER John Ridley's return to
Vale Park has created another coincidence in the Vale
ranks, for like Colin Tartt, he has returned to his first
club after a spell at Chesterfield. John was a late
starter in league football and joined Port Vale after
graduating from Sheffield University. He was a
member of the Vale's successful 3rd Division side in
the mid seventies and played in midfield as well as
centre back, It was as a midfielder that Leicester City
saw his potential; they paid £65,000 for his services in
1978. He was unable to command a regular first team
place at Leicester and moved to Chesterfield three
seasons ago. He proved to be a shrewd buy and was a
regular member of the Chesterfield side that so nearly
obtained promotion on three separate occasions. By
this time, he had settled for the role of central
defender and it is in that role that John McGrath will
be using him for Port Vale. He was signed on a free
transfer just prior to the start of this season.

Football League appearances last season: 35

COLIN TARTT - MIDFIELD Colin joined Port Vale
for the second time in November, 1981 after spending
a month on loan from his other club, Chesterfield.
Port Vale agreed a fee of £15,000 for his services,
that amount being the same as the fee they obtained
when he was sold to Chesterfield in 1977. Colin is an
adaptable invididual and played in midfield and the |
centre of the Vale defence, as well as at right back, the
position which he was used to most effect last season.
His experience was invaluable to Port Vale and it is no
coincidence that after his arrival the club went 16
games without defeat. Colin is a qualified physical
education teacher,

Football League appearances last season: 38

STEVE WADDINGTON - MIDFIELD Steve joined
Port Vale this August from nearby, Walsall after five
season with the ‘‘Sadlers’’. Steve will be well known
to most Port Vale fans since he spent the early part of
his career with near neighbours Stoke City and in fact
made over 50 appearances for the 1st Division club.
He is a tenacious midfield player who has the ability
to score goals and should prove a success in the
fiercely competitive world of the 4th division. He is
the son of former Stoke City and Crewe Alexandra
Manager, Tony Waddington. At 5' 4" he is the smallest
member of the Vale playing staff.

Football League appearances last season: 27

MARK CHAMBERLAIN - WINGER Although the
younger of the two Chamberlain brothers, Mark has
now established himself as the more talked about. He
has only really been consistently selected for the first
team for one season but with more experienced team
mates, has developed very quickly, His ability is his
pace, although his ball control and crossing abilities
have improved over last season. His ability was spotted
at an early age and he represented England at school-
boy level. He joined the club as an apprentice direct
from school and made his first team debut in April
1979. His tally of 9 goals made him second highest
goal scorer for the club last season. Several first
division clubs have enquired about his availability
already and it seems that the club may have a struggle
to retain his services, particularly if he progesses at
the same rate this season as he did last,

Football League appearances last season: 46

ERNIE MOSS - FORWARD Ernie Moss completed his
first season with Port Vale on a successful note when
he was voted the Supporters Player of the Year. This
was no mean feat for a relative newcomer and was
probably because of the 17 goals he scored last season,
Ernie is a honest, hardworking forward and there is no
doubt that his experience paid dividends for the club,
not only in the goals he scored but by the way in
which his presence affected the form of the two
Chamberlain brothers. Ernie joined Vale from Chester-
field before moving to Peterborough and Mansfield
Town,

Football League appearances last season: 44



From the Port Vale

Archives

Few clubs can claim to have staged League
football earlier than Port Vale - although some
can boast longer continuous membership. The
club was elected to the newly formed Second
Division in 1892, Eleven of the twelve Football
Alliance clubs were voted in, the exception
being Birmingham St. George’s which had
folded up. The two other newcomers were
Sheffield United of the Northern League and
Burslem Port Vale (Burslem was dropped in
1913 when they moved to Hanley) from the
Midland League. Vale struggled in the new
company, suffering a 0 - 10 home defeat
within the first three months and finished
amongst the re-election places three times in
four seasons. In 1896 it proved fatal. None of
the three clubs concerned succeeded in staying
in and Burslem were five votes short of safety.
Gainsborough Trinity replacing them. Two
summers later, they were back when the League
membership was increased from 32 to 36 clubs.
Some strange sounding names from a forgotten
era came to Vale's home ground at Cobridge in
1898-99 - Glossop North End, New Brighton,
Burton Swifts, Darwen and Loughbrough Town
were just a few. Poor support forced the
directorate to suspend payment of summer
wages in 1900. Predictably, many players left -
but a number of locally produced youngsters
remained loyal to the club. One in particular
was Lucien Boullemier, son of the French artist
renowned for his Cupid sketches. Lucien was
also an artist in earthenware and porcelain and
combined these skills with the job of <¢lub
captain in 1902. Another young player signed
on was GEORGE RUSHTON who arrived from
Leek Town in 1901. George spent two years at
Swindon from 1907 - 09, and a further two
from 1910 - 12.

In 1905 Burslem again successfully negotiated
re-election but the ordeal proved too much for
Sam Greaves, secretary since 1896. He moved
‘upstairs” with Tom Clare their former captain
taking over. It became an uphill struggle with
Second Division gates failing to pass the £1,000
total for season 1905-06 and a year later they
quit the League. Port Vale resumed in October
1919 when they were handed the fixtures of
expelled Leeds City - a fate which, ironically,
would befall the Potteries Club almost fifty

Compiled by PAUL PLOWMAN

years later. Stoke, who had left the League with
similar problems twelve months after Vale also
came back in 1919-20 and the two fixtures
between the clubs that season attracted some
45,000 spectators. The 22,993 who gathered at
the ‘Old Wreck’ in March 1920 was the largest
ever to watch the side at the Hanley venue.
That figure was not surpassed until the opening
home game at Vale Park in August 1950, when
30,408 turned up for the visit of Newport
County.

Vale continued in the Second Division until
1935 apart from one season 1929-30 when they
scored 103 goals in lifting the Third North
championship. By this time Wilf T. Kirkham,
top "scorer for five consecutive seasons, had
gone to Stoke - but he returned for two years
and his 154 goals in 261 League appearances
remains a club record.

In 1939, after being switched from the
Northern to the Southern section of the Third
Division, Port Vale signed a promising young
centre-forward from South Liverpool by the
name of William Morris Jones. After guesting
with Glasgow Celtic during the war he returned
to the Potteries to become top scorer for
Vale in'1946-47. In November 1947 he came to
the County Ground with a £2,500 price tag,
but more than proved his worth with 48 goals
in just 94 League games. He later served three
London clubs - Crystal Palace, Watford and
Leyton Orient.

=

o

GEORGE RUSHTO



Ford

Walker

at Jackson

There’s always
plenty to cheer about
when your driving force is

FORD from Walker Jackson.

’Score now with a call to:

Fleming Way. SWINDON 20002

From the Commercial Office

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

Welcome back to the County Ground, the
home of Swindon F.C., the “Moonraker”
Lottery and the '‘Robins Gold” bingo tickets.

For the players of our team, today is the start
of a new season, and we wish them well. There
is no “new seasons”” however to many of our
agents who have been selling our lottery and
bingo tickets throughout the summer months
Many thanks to them for their financial contri-
bution which has helped so much to make
todays first match possible.

To the readers of these notes | ask, can you
help in the fund raising on behalf of our club,
with sale of a few tickets per week? All we do is
ask you to try. Perhaps 10 per week amongst
your family, friend or colleagues. Let us know
in the Pools Office if you wish to try. If not |
trust you will purchase your ticket from one of

our “Match Day” sellers we have around the
ground and support our club in that way.

Our very popular match day bookings are again
available this season. These are available to
parties of 10 or more and include a visit to the
board room, team dressing rooms, a walk out
on to the playing pitch etc. For full details
enquire to me in the Pools Office.

MOONRAKER LOTTERY
This weeks £1,000 winner
N. R. FOX
Whittonditch Rd, Ramsbury, Wilts.

Hoping you will sell for Swindon.

ERIC MOORE
COMMERCIAL MANAGER



SWINDON TOWN PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Back Row:
Jim Quinn, Russell Lewis, Charlie Henry, Jimmy Alien, Mark Stevens, Paul Rideout, Andy Rowland

Middle Row:
Martin Blackler, Brian Huges, Howard Pritchard, Ken Beamish (Coach), David Bristow, Roy Carter, Kevin Baddeley, David Round.

Front Row:
Mike Graham, Gary Emmanuel, Paul Batty, John Trollope (Team Manager), Roy Baverstock, Leigh Barnard, Gary Williams



Picture Parade... ——

b A
New signing Leigh Barnard caught in midfield action against Wolves in our pre-season friendly.
Leigh was born in Worsley and served his apprenticeship with Portsmouth where he spent
several season, making his league debut against Exeter City in September, 1977. A midfield
player he made around ninety league appearances for Portsmouth before joining us in the close
season.



Town through time

Wingers . .owmn

PART TEN
(continued from last season)

When football resumed here in August 1945, a
20 vyears-old Swindonian by the name of
Gordon George Williams found himself in the
first-team when manager Louis Page was unable
to find a ‘guest’ for the left-wing. ‘Slacker’, as
he was more popularly known, seized the
opportunity and impressed enough to be given
the position on a more permanent basis when
League competition restarted a year later. And
in the fixtures it eventually took seven years to
complete. Williams scored in each of his first
four games. Later in his career, ‘Slacker’ moved
back to left-half, but it was at his old position
on the left flank that he made his last first-
team appearance in a 3 - 5 home defeat by
Exeter in October 1956, EDDIE JONES had
returned to Swindon following active service in
December 1945 and reclaimed his pre-war
number seven shirt - although he found a young
challenger for it in the former Garrards player
BERTIE DENYER junior, son of the Town
star of the ‘twenties’. The opening of the 1947-
48 season saw five new faces in the Swindon
line-up - and included two new wing men. On
the left was JIMMY BAIN from Chelsea who
had joined the Stamford Bridge staff from
non-League Gillingham during the war. A Scot
from Blairgrove in Perthshire, Jimmy._ made
only nine League appearances for the Lon-
doners and the highlight of his career there
must have been on the day in November
1945 when he played in a 3 - 3 draw with Mos-
cow Dynamo in front of some 82,000 people.
The newcomer of the right-wing was TED
MAGUIRE who had played on the opposite
wing for Wolves against Portsmouth in the 1939

’

F. A, Cup Finalbut had only picked up a losers"

medal. Born James Edward Maguire at Meadow-
field, County Durham in July 1917. Ted came
to Swindon with almost eighty First Division
appearances behind him. Wolves had signed him
from Northern League club Willington and
given him his first chance in League football
during 1936/37 - but he was out of favour at
Molineux following the long interruption
caused by the war and came to Swindon to

further his League career. That career extended
until 1950 when he was released by Halifax
Town. With Jimmy Bain injured, Ted switched
to the number eleven shirt for a few games after
Christmas 1947, allowing another of those
close-season signings. JACKIE DRYDEN, a run
at outside-right., Another migrant from the
North East. Dryden was playing for Washington
Chemical works in the Wearside League when
Charlton spotted him. It was Jackie who scored
the first goal in that astonishing2 -0 F. A, Cup
win at Burnley in January 1948 - but, as with
Maguire, his services were not retained at the
end of that season and he returned to London
to sign for Leyton Orient. ‘Slacker’ Williams
returned to the left-wing for the start of
1948-49 whilst on the right flank there arrived
an Irishman who was to stay here for some six
years Harry Lunn,

To be continued

JIMMY
BAIN




Telephone 22017

Specialists Wedding Cakes, Birthday Cakes.
Try our Wholemeal Bread and Wiltshire
Lardies and Delicious Dairy Cream Cakes

RIMES of SWINDON

Members of A.B.T.A,, LA.T.A.
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AGENTS — LUXURY COACH HIRE
AIRLINE TICKET RESERVATIONS ~ CAR & PASSENGER FERRYS
INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS — BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL COACH TRAVEL etc

102, Commercial Road, West Swindon Centre, 65a Cricklade Street,
Swindon. Westlea Down Cirencester.

Telephone 24941 (10 lines) Telephone 873222 Telephone 3479
Travel Department 61166

FOOTBALL EXCURSIONS FROM THE COUNTY GROUND

Depart

BOOKABLE AT THE ABOVE OFFICES OR ANY RIMES AGENT

For High Class Central Heating, Plumbing

Paintuing and Decorating

Electrical Installations and Repairs MATCH BALL

DONATED BY

NO RT H w I LTS JEAN & BRUCE AT THE HEART IN HAND
INN AT BLUNSDON AND MARINERS ARMS

BRAUNTON, NORTH DEVON

Sanitary and Heating Co. Ltd.

NEWPORT STREET, SWINDON
Telephone: 35373

Good Luck this season - be winners!




TODAY'S TEAMS

SWINDON

JIMMY
ALLAN

CHARLIE
HENRY

KEVIN
BADDELEY

GARY
EMMANUEL

RUSSELL
LEWIS

MIKE
GRAHAM

HOWARD
PRITCHARD

BRIAN
HUGHES

PAUL
RIDEOUT

ANDY
ROWLAND

LEIGH
BARNARD

PORT VALE

BARRY
SIDDALL

COLIN
TARTT

RUSSELL
BROMAGE

GEOFF
HUNTER

PHIL
SPRONSON

WAYNE
CEGIELSKI

TERRY
ARMSTRONG

ERNIE
MOSS

LES
LAWRENCE

JOHN
RIDLEY

STEVE
WADDINGTON

ROLEX
e 3

DEACONS
SWINDON

EST1848

REFEREE:

MR. EDWARD J. SCALES (Ware, Herts)
In 1965 began refereeing in local leagues, and
progressed via the South East Counties and
Midweek Leagues to the FootbalCombination
and the Football League List. Has refereed two
Charity Cup Finals, the Mithras Cup Final in
1977, the 1979 Midweek League Cup Final, the
1878 Southern Junior Cup Final and has also
officiated in a 1978 F. A, Cup Semi-Final game
and a European Nations Cup game in 1979,

A married man, with one daughter, he works as
a Flexitime Sales Manager, and his hobbies
include swimming, golf, squash and gardening.

LINESMEN:
RED FLAG: Mr. R. J. Horswell -
Whitchurch, Bristol

YELLOW FLAG: Mr. J. Roost -
Morton St. Philip, Bath




